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ART REVIEW

Building photos construct their own internal realism
By Alan G. Artner

Tribune critic

April 10, 2008

Images of architecture often are a species of advertising,
but images about architecture usually are something
more, as in "Building Pictures," the atypical and

absorbing exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary
Photography.

save an additional

Eight international artists, ages 30 to 50, have taken - 20% offtwo itemns
aspects of the constructed landscape as the subject of N\ B when you click here!

photographic prints, a video and an installation. Not one : SHOP-THE BASEMENT FlRST
is concerned with the time-honored aim of the ¥ S ;
architectural photographer, which is to show buildings i
their best light. All see architecture as raw material for
speculations on 20th Century history, abstract picture
making and, least expected, current politics.

More than half the artists are concerned with the history of modernism, from Thomas Ruff's attempt to
revivify monuments by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe to Chris Mottalini's recording of the death knell of
homes by Paul Rudolph. Along the way, the sensuousness of Luis Barragan's home inspires two-
dimensional equivalents from both Terence Gower and Luisa Lambri, and the rationalism of buildings in
Alexander Apostol's Venezuela comes upon hard times. These all comment on the legacy of the Modern
Movement, equally celebrating it as well as showing it deserted and in heart-rending decline.

Apostol's pictures seal windows and doors while adding names to the buildings. Such alterations do not
change our belief that the structures are real. But the opposite occurs in images by Bas Princen and Josef
Schulz, where alterations in form and color virtually recast buildings and landscapes into pure
inventions. The influence of modern photographs also transforms Lambri and Schulz's walls into
minimal studies that look more like abstract drawings than real sites.

Princen's interventions give his scenes an eerie quiet that is deepest in "Qutskirts (Findeq)," a 2007 C-
Print of the rear of a hulking structure that is as mysterious as any building painted by Giorgio de
Chirico. Gower shifts back and forth from architecture as a setting for a campy 1960s film to unpeopled
photographs and rudimentary drawings of the same sites. And Dionisio Gonzalez makes the greatest
alterations of all, reconstructing the shanty towns of Sao Paulo, Brazil, to incorporate bits of high-toned
contemporary architecture.

http://www.chicagotribune.com/features/lifestyle/chi-0410artapr10,0,6824144,print.story 4/16/2008
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Gonzalez's immense panoramas recall the format of widescreen movies, though their purpose is not to
entertain. Instead, the chockablock nature of the buildings reflects the chaos of the shanty towns as
opposed to the artificial order of a recent government re-urbanization project. So invented architecture
here challenges what already exists, dazzling the eye but also raising issues for serious discussion.

"Building Pictures" continues at the Museum of Contemporary Photography, 600 S. Michigan Ave.,
through May 31. 312-663-5554.

aartner(@tribune.com
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Re-envisioning Difference

Notes from the Forefront of Culturally Specific Museums

PANEL DISCUSSION

Thursday April 10 at 6 pm
Extended gallery hours until 8 pm

THE PANEL INCLUDES

Melissa Chiu
Director of Asia Society Museum,
New York

In conjunction with Spertus
Museum’s inaugural exhibition
The New Authentics: Artists of
the Post-Jewish Generation,
Robin Cembalest, executive
editor of ARTnews, moderates
a panel discussion exploring
the challenges and missions
of culturally specific art
museums in the 21st century.

Romi Crawford

Curator and Director of Educ
and Public Programs, Studio
Museum in Harlem

Deborah Cullen,
Director of Curatorial Programs,
El Museo del Barrio, New York

Rhoda Rosen
Tickets are $8 | $5 for studentsand  Director of Spertus Museum
Spertus members. Call 312.322.1773

or visit www.spertus.edu.
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